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Pothole-free paradise
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Road crews are using a cold in-place recycling process to resurface part of Monterey Road near the Caltrain Station Park in San Jose.

Repaving method a model in recycling, cost reduction

By Gary Richards
_.'f"l.li'.‘lu'lh'ln;.'-d QLT g ] EN R T

An Innovative and environmentally
friendly paving technique is being teied
o one of San Jose's most pothole-in-
fested roads, and cities across Lhe Bay
Arvea are watching to see if the same
method could save them millions of dol-
laws sl allow them to repave dozens of
other roads.

Monterey Road — a busy, bumpy,
crack-riddled street that has eome to
symbolize the sorey condition of roads
actoss the vegion — is being resurfaced
with a proeess ealled “eold in-place re-
eyeling.” It is one ray of hope jlm' apen
eies facing huge fumding shortfalls while

ONLINE EXTRA
Want news about your commuie? Chechk
W ITIErCUrY neEws.com/traffic

needing to maintain a vast network of
streels,

“Thisis pretty cool,” zaid John Good-
win of the Metropolitan Transportation
Commission, which recently invited 47
public works officials to view a pilot
project in Napa, “It's more than a small
alimmer of light,"

Crews on Monterey Road are rip-
ping oul Lhe currenl pavement, but
that's where the old method ends, In-

See ROAD, Page 4 -

Road work

Moenterey Road is being repaved from Blossom Hill Road to Bernal Road,

Blossom 5
Hill Rel. o
=
=
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Map area

Being

repaved

W Cost: 52 .4 million

B Completion: End of
year

B Hours of work:
8:30am. to 3:30 pm,
Al least one lane in
each direction will
FEMEIN open,
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stead of trucking the broken-
up asphalt to landflls, a train
of machinery chews it up
fowr inches deep and recyeles
every pebble back onto the
road,

The impact: More than
LA truck trips and about
10,000 tons of material will
be saved. And the new road
can be driven on almost jm-
nw-dmte]:.' even though the
job isn't done yet. The final
step s adding a two-inch
layer of fresh asphalt made
from 17,000 recveled tires.

Best wet, the tab: While
this project would cost $3.1
millien to pave the couven-
tional way, it's $2.4 million
this way — a 23 percent cut
in cost,

“Monterey Road i= about
is bad as it gets,” said Mike
Withovski with the eity's De-
partment of Transportation,
“It needed Lo be repaired, and
we have to be meeener with
fewer dollars, That's what led
s o this”

The process has bheen
used in Southern California
for more than o decade, but a
lack of equipment and train-
ing for contractors delayed
trving the reeveling process
until recently inthe Bay Area.
Conteactor FMG of San Jose
has focused on the new tech-
nology and has worked on
five By Area projects.

“We're familiar with the
machines, we know how to
work on them, we know how
to maintain them, and we
know how to operate them,”
gaid MG spokeswoman
Emily Perniz. "ft’s a natural
progression. And now is the
time, The technology 1s here,
the pities are looking to save
mmoney, and the green and re-
eveling factor is huge.”

Gilroy used the new paving
process on Rossi Lane, trim-
ming a 200,000 project by
B80,000. Santa Clara County
is testing it on a mile-long
section of Holselaw Road at
a eost of $350,000 — at least
100,000 less than projected.
Foster Cily is using the tech-
nigue on Catamaran, Spinna-
ler and Cutter streets,

Redw:d City used the

Fﬂujng method on the
northbound side of East Bay-

repavement process, which uses recycled tires as part of the top layer of

COLD IN-PLACE RECYCLING

| Machines grind and resurface up to four inches of the pave-

ment, recycling all old material,

B 4 convoy of machinery performs the work, A milling machine
at the frant chews up the existing pavement down to base rock,
typically two to four inchas deep, This material is then conveyed
to e machine where the material is croshed to the size neadad.

B The azphalt o rmxed wath & recycling emulsion that binds it
together, It's laid on the road and picked up again by what is
called a shuttle bugey, Then it's put in the hopper of a paving
machine and laid down as a fresh layer, ready to handle traffic in

Q0 minutes

B Twoinches of rubberized asphalt is added to the top.
B Cost: 23 percent less on Maonterey Road than a conventional

paving rmethiod,

shore Road and will compare
thee results with the south-
Lound side, which was paved
the old-fashioned way.

“After seeing the prod-
et during installation, | was
pleased,” said Redwood City
enginesr Kevin Fehr, “How-
ever, only several years' time
will tell i the product per-
forms better than traditional
methods from an engineering
standpoint, and at that point
it long-term economic analy-
5i5 eam be done.”

City road officials in Al-
ameda, Contra Costa, Santa
Clara, San Mateo, Santa Cruz
and San Franclsco counties
all say Lhe new approach de-
serves o havd look,

“We are definitely keeping
a close eve on whal resulis
are for Monterey Road,” aaid
Sloria Chan of the San Fran-

ciseo DOT.

San Jose transportation
officials say if costs are re-
duced 30 percent, the new
approach will veally take off
because they are all desper-
ate for new funding and ways
to do more rosdwork with
less funding,

The MTC estimates that
Bay Avea sgencies will have
$350 million a year Lo spend
over the next 25 years to les
roads in respectable condi-
tion, That's far less than the
F975 million a vear needec,

San Jose needs #8100 mil-
lion a year to maintain its
streets hut has only §15 mil-
lion a year, Of its 2,400 miles
of streets, the city should be
resurlacing about 240 miles
annually. But this year, only
7hmiles are belng upgraded,

“We'llhavetodecidewhich
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Department of Transportation director Hans Larsen watches the Mantere?; Road

e road.

15 pereent of our streets to
maintain and which 85 per-
cent to negleet,” said DOT
director Hans Larsen, who
points out that putting off
pouting malnlenance means
higher costs later. Monterey
Rond is a prime example.

“Monterey  Road  costs
515 million a mile to rehab,”
Larsen said. “Preventative
maintenance is like changing
the oil In your car. Do il on
a repular evele, and it eost
50,000 to SI00,000 a mile.”

Work on Monterey Road
will end before Christmas, but
the bad memories of a decade
of potholes will linger. Motor-
eyelist Erin Frost remembers
stopping at a red light before
Blogsom Hill Road and lool-
ingr down,

"Ahout six inches from my
foot, T could see exposed re-
bar in the street,” she said. 1
couldn™ imagine going over
that in my bile."

But now?

"'z awesome, " said Duane
Jolhnson, 31, of San Jose, who
went [or a drive Thursday af-
ter avoiding Monterey Road
for three months, 1 feel T ean
enjoy it once again, And I'm
prlad the city has found a way
to eut the cost of repairs and
still be able to make a nice
smoobh road. Lovin' e

Contact Gary Richards of
mirroadshowemercurmews.

com or at JORGE5335,




